Thomas J. Gregorich
July 29, 1944 - January 21, 2021

Thomas J. Gregorich, age 76, of Maquoketa, IA, passed away Thursday, January 21,
2021, at University of Iowa Hospital, in Iowa City. A funeral mass will be held at 10:30
a.m., Thursday, January 28, at St. Joseph Catholic Church, in Preston, IA. Visitation will
take place from 4pm to 7pm on Wednesday, January 27, at St. Joseph Catholic Church,
as well as one hour prior to the funeral mass on Thursday. Burial will take place in St.
Patrick Cemetery, Bernard, Iowa.
Tom was born July 29, 1944, in Maquoketa, IA, the son of George M. and Mary (Zupanc)
Gregorich. He attended St. Joseph Catholic School in Key West, IA. Tom then entered the
United States Army, and was assigned to the 101st Airborne “Screaming Eagles” Division,
where he honorably served his country as a paratrooper and parachute rigger.
After his time in the service, Tom went to work for Purina in Clinton, then decided to enroll
in gunsmith school. There he learned valuable machinist skills, and graduated in the top
5% of his class. Following graduation, he secured a job at the Rock Island Arsenal, from
which, he ultimately retired. But retirement wasn’t the end of Tom’s work. He opened a
gun repair business in Maquoketa, where he, using his skill as a master gunsmith, was not
only able to make ordered parts repairs, but also create custom parts from scratch for his
trusting customers. Tom was a true craftsman and was rightfully proud of his work.
In Tom’s younger years he enjoyed hunting small game, and even into old age, he
enjoyed target shooting and was a member of the Isaac Walton Sporting Club.
Tom will be dearly missed by his son, Frank Gregorich, of Maquoketa, IA; three brothers,
George (Lisa) Gregorich, of Goose Creek, SC, Larry Gregorich, of Bellevue, IA, and
Robert Gregorich, of Preston, IA; and numerous nieces and nephews. Tom is preceded in
death by his parents, George M. and Mary, and sister-in-law, Dianna Gregorich.

Events
JAN
27

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

St. Joseph Catholic Church
250 S. Faith St., Preston, IA, US, 52069

JAN
28

Funeral Mass

10:30AM

St. Joseph Catholic Church
250 S. Faith St., Preston, IA, US, 52069

Comments

“

Went to Gunsmith school with Tom. A truly great guy. We sort of kept in touch with
each other thru out the years-he would buy gun parts from me and we would always
chat about the weather and other things old folks chatted about.
He was a friend.
My condolences to the Gregorich family and every other person that Tom touched.

Al Bolduc - June 17, 2021 at 11:36 AM

“

RIP TOM.

Michael Behr - January 30, 2021 at 10:02 PM

“

Billee Walters lit a candle in memory of Thomas J. Gregorich

Billee Walters - January 28, 2021 at 02:58 PM

“

To the entire Gregorich family you have my deepest sympathies on Tom's passing. I
worked with Tom at Rock Island Arsenal.He was a wonderful perason to be around.
He even used his gunsmith skills to check out a shotgun for me. Tom is in a better
place.

Tom Courtney
Thomas W Courtney - January 26, 2021 at 05:44 PM

