Kenneth Simpson
December 9, 1921 - March 25, 2020

Kenneth Simpson, age 98, of Mt. Carroll, IL passed away in the early hours of
Wednesday, March 25, 2020, in his home. A private graveside service will take place at
Oak Hill Cemetery in Mt. Carroll. A Celebration of Life gathering will be planned for a later
date.

Ken was born December 9, 1921, in Hillsdale, IL, the son of Byrlen and Grace (Getty)
Simpson. After his mother’s untimely passing, his father re-married, and Bertha Simpson
took on the role of loving step-mother. Ken attended Hillsdale schools, graduating from
Hillsdale High School. Ken then married Leola Brown, and started their family. They had
five children, and worked their farm in Port Byron, IL. In the 1950’s, Ken and Leola moved
their family to their new farm in Mt. Carroll.

Ken was a talented woodworker. He could build just about any piece of furniture, and a
beautiful one, at that. He spent countless hours building furniture, which he sold all over
the Midwest. He also later became a locksmith. He was a man of simple taste and
enjoyed the little things in life. Faith, family, and life’s simple treasures were Ken’s focus.
He spent many of his days tending to the never-ending work on the farm, and keeping to
himself in his shop, and that’s what he preferred. But, if there was anything that could pry
Ken away from his peaceful solitude, it was his family; notably, his grandchildren. He loved
those grandkids, and treasured time spent with them.

Ken will be dearly missed by his daughter, Bonnie (Bob) Donnell, of Sterling, IL; sons,
Glen (Linda) Simpson, of Lewiston, MI and Kevin Simpson, of Milledgeville, IL; daughters
in law, Sue Simpson and Nina Simpson; 20 grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; 11

great-great-grandchildren, and one great-great-great-grandchild. What a special thing it
was to have 6 generations in the presence of one another!

Ken is preceded in death by his father and mother, Byrlen and Grace; step-mother, Bertha
Simpson; wife, Leola; sons, Russ Simpson and JR Simpson; two brothers; a sister; and
four grandchildren.

Cemetery
Oak Hill Cemetery
401 W. State St.
Mt. Carroll, IL, 61053

Comments

“

Thoughts and prayers to family and friends, from all of us @ Resthave Care and
Rehabilitation.

Resthave Care & Rehabilitation - March 27 at 12:24 PM

“

Amelia, Maci and family, please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers.

Tam Klavenga - March 26 at 10:22 PM

“

He was a good man...built our deck and redid our bathrooms. Humble and sweet
man. Sorry for your loss...Merille and Don Slick

don slick - March 26 at 08:00 PM

“

So sorry for your loss Carroll and Vicki Curboy

vicki curboy - March 26 at 07:50 PM

“

Deepest Sympsthy to Kenneth's family. Whenever we called on him to fix a lock, put
in new locks at Mississippi Palisades he was there. A man of few words but such a
nice man. So sorry for your loss.

Judy Beck - March 26 at 03:06 PM

“

Ken was one of the nicest men I ever knew. Was a pleasure to talk to any time I saw him.
Will always have fond memories of him.
Jim - March 26 at 10:35 PM

